
Northern Symposium Reducing Crime 
Among the dozens of pages of statistics and analysis that delegates sat through at 
the recent Northern Symposium for Safer and Healthier Communities, there is 
one overall figure that absolutely stands out:  the crime rate is falling. 
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The 11th Annual Northern Symposium for 
Safer and Healthier Communities, held in 
Prince Albert from November 25th to 27th, 
was not all about statistics, though.  The 
more than 200 delegates, who came from 
many communities across the north, and 
included representatives First Nations and 
municipalities, government and the RCMP, 
were more interested in the messages of 
hope and resilience, than they were in 
facts and figures.    
Elder James Burns of James Smith First 
Nation told delegates not to be victims, 
“but to be victorious.”  
Although the symposium’s topics ranged 
from suicide prevention, bootlegging, the 
new driving legislation, and victim services, 
one topic emerged as an unofficial theme:  
violence against Aboriginal women and 
girls.   
Fittingly, on day three, the provincial gov-
ernment presented its Framework for Ad-
dressing Violence Against Aboriginal 
Women and Girls for discussion.    
The symposium heard that six northern 
communities are in the top 10 in the na-
tion for reported violence against women.  
However, that statistic only scratches the 
surface of the magnitude of the problem, 
as it is believed the vast majority of acts of 
violence against women go unreported.       
Mayor of La Loche Georgina Jolibois said 
that those leaders who speak out on vio-
lence against women can become victims 

themselves.  “When you take a stand 
against violence against women you actu-
ally stand out.  You get abuse for that.”   
Responding to a petition circulated by dele-
gates calling for a national inquiry into 
murdered Aboriginal women, Deputy Min-
ister of Justice Kevin Fenwick reiterated 
his government’s support for such an in-
quiry—which the federal government is 
holding out on—but said the province was 
not going to wait. 
“Plans are in place for a national roundta-
ble to discuss the deaths of Aboriginal 
women, to be held in Ottawa in February 
or March,” Fenwick said.  
Among other presentations, Judge Gerald 
Morin, who hails from Cumberland House, 
used his keynote address to reflect on how 
far the criminal justice system had come. 

Judge Gerald Morin delivered the keynote ad-
dress at the Northern Symposium for Safer and 
Healthier Communities. 
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“If you look at the history of corrections in Saskatchewan, if you look at the annual re-
ports, they would count the number of bushels of wheat, number of bags of carrots, 
number of potatoes, and somewhere in there would be the number of prisoners.  Not a 
mention of any type of programming, but merely looking at the delivery of warehousing 
within that particular system,” Judge Morin said. 
 One way the system had changed was in the use of conditional sentence orders, some-
times referred to as community sentence orders.  “People ask why I give out conditional 
sentence orders?  Well, I ask, what rehabilitative chance do people have in jail?”   
Judge Morin also spoke of his experience of racism:  “I had bought a brand new BMW.  
A police officer stopped me.  He asked me where I got the car?  I asked him where he 
got his uniform?”  
In a wide-ranging address, Judge Morin had some thoughts on bootlegging. 
“Why is it [government] will subsidize every ounce of liquor that goes into La Loche, but 
won’t subsidize fruit or vegetables that go into that community? I wonder who the real 
bootleggers are,” said Judge Morin. 
Bootlegging was also the topic of a presentation by Saskatchewan Liquor and Gaming’s 
Darry Rideout, who expressed frustration at the limited means available to government 
to prevent bootlegging, a viewed later repeated by Deputy Minister Fenwick. 
 “How is it still possible for someone to back a truck up to a liquor store, buy the place 
out, and claim that it is for personal use?” Fenwick said.   
However, Fenwick expressed the view that, based on Manitoba’s experience, limiting 
bulk sales won’t stop bootlegging.  
Earlier, on day one of the event, Ministry of Policing and Corrections Deputy Dale 
McPhee spoke on “the Big Six”—the “alignment” of mental health and addictions, com-
munity mobilization, serious violent offender response, jobs and literacy, community 
safety programs, and justice sentencing practices, to stem the flow of individuals into 
the criminal justice system. 
“We know that 80 to 95 per cent of crime is predictable.  If we can predict it, we can 
prevent it,” he said.  
Deputy Minister McFee spoke about the province’s upcoming mental health and addic-
tions strategy, aimed at the group most likely to have contact with the criminal justice 
system. 
“They are the most vulnerable population to reoffend and most vulnerable population to 
go from non-criminal to criminal,” McFee said. 
In other news from the event, the province confirmed that it would not continue to pro-
vide program funding for the suicide intervention and prevention partnership called 
Embracing Life.  In 2014, the partnership—which has representatives from the north-
ern health regions, government and community groups—distributed more than 
$200,000 to dozens of community-driven initiatives aimed at suicide intervention and 
prevention in northern Saskatchewan.   
The Northern Symposium for Safer and Healthier Communities is an annual event fo-
cused upon the impact of the criminal justice system on northerners—or more specifi-
cally, the factors that contribute to the over-representation of northerners in the crimi-
nal justice system.  It is presented by the Saskatchewan Association of Northern Com-
munities—New North—in partnership with the provincial government, Prince Albert 
Grand Council, and the RCMP.  
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Russ Mirasty (pictured) and 
Duane Favel (not pictured) 
were hosts of the Northern 
Symposium.  Here we see 
Russ introducing the event’s 
special guests:  Mayor Greg 
Dionne, RCMP CO Brenda 
Butterworth-Carr, James 
Froh from the Ministry of 
Government Relations, VC 
Brian Hardlotte from PAGC, 
and Mayor Georgina Jolibois. 
 Provincial Government Re-Think Infrastructure Funding Big Win for 
Northern Municipalities 
If the province looked like it was swallowing most of the money from the federal-
provincial government New Building Canada Fund, that is now not the case.  Under 
pressure from the municipalities, the province has re-assessed the amount of money 
that will be available in the small communities fund. 
When the program funding was first announced back in March, municipal associations 
were very dismayed, annoyed and angry.  New North was out the gate quickly on ap-
proaching the Premier and the media with our concerns, with the intent of focussing 
the government’s attention on what appeared to us as an unfair diversion of funds 
away from critical municipal infrastructure projects. 
The bottom line is that many of water, sewer and landfill projects that were on the verge 
of getting scrapped are now more likely to go ahead. 
The lesson here:  don’t give up; advocacy works, governments listen. 

Mayor and Councillor Meeting for January 
Just a little reminder that we have three ministers set to attend New North’s Mayor and 
Councillor Gathering on January 15, at the Prince Albert Inn.  The ministers are from 
Government Relations, Environment and Highways. 
Also on the agenda is prominent northern advocate Dr. Ken Coates of the University of 
Saskatchewan. 
We are also expecting to hear some announcements regarding a new housing program 
from the Saskatchewan Housing Corporation. 
Agendas have been sent out to communities. 

 Waste Management Workshops 
We’re hoping that as many communities as possible will be able to attend The Re-
gional Waste Management, Transfer Stations and Landfill Information Workshops, 
being conducted by SEIMA in Prince Albert, on January 14, at Travelodge.  Cost is 
$100.  You might remember that attempts by SEIMA to hold this workshop in the north 
was cancelled from lack of interest. 
Register by going to:  https://picatic.com/SEIMA-Prince AlbertSK.   



New North Executive 
Chair:  Mayor Georgina Jolibois — West 

Board Members:  
Councillor Al Sayn (Vice Chair) — Far 

North  
Mayor Gordon Stomp, Village of Air 

Ronge - Central region  
Mayor Val Deschambeault — Eastern 

Region 
Vacant—Member at Large 

New North Staff 
 Al Loke - Chief Executive Officer:  306 

425 5505; cell 425 8800; email:  
ceo.new.north@sasktel.net 

Robynn Sanderson - Executive Assistant 
306 425 5505; email:  

new.north@sasktel.net 
Matt Heley - Research and 

Communication 306 425 1262; email: 
matt.newnorth@sasktel.net 

New North Mission Statement 
New North - SANC Services Inc. (Saskatchewan Association of Northern Communities) through 
strength in unity is organized to advocate, negotiate and initiate, improvements for the interests and con-
cerns to the Local, Provincial and Federal Governments to enhance the quality of life for Northern people 
within the Northern Administration District (NAD) of Saskatchewan.  

New North —SANC 
Services Inc 

Phone:  306 425 5505 

Fax:  306 425 5506 

207 La Ronge Avenue 

La Ronge, Sk 

Mail Address:  P.O. 
Box 1018 

La Ronge, SK, S0J IL0 
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Upcoming New North Events  
Mayor and Councillor Gathering 

Prince Albert Inn, January 15 
Waterworks Workshops for Water Operators  

La Ronge Motor Inn, April 15-17, 2015 
Northern Health Conference 

February  18-20, 2015 

From the CEO, Al Loke 
Congratulations are in order for all the hard 
work undertaken by the planning committee 
of the Northern Symposium for Safer and 
Healthier Communities. 
The planning committee members came from 
New North, Ministries of Justice and Correc-
tions, the RCMP and PAGC. 
This was the first symposium that we had sig-
nificant involvement of First Nations organiza-
tions.   
We think that every symposium will benefit 
from this kind of involvement.  We have plans 
on the table now for First Nations and the mu-
nicipalities to begin co-operating on a number 
of joint community policing and justice initia-
tives, including Community Police and Man-
agement Boards, and Community Safety Offi-
cers.   
We think this is a very exciting time for all the 
communities in the north to be working to-
gether, on reserve and off-reserve, to making 
our communities safer and healthier. 
Another highlight of the symposium was the 
Round Dance and Feast at the PAGC gymna-
sium, which was a huge success.  For many 
people there, it was their first Round Dance. 
To all of you who attended, we thank you for 
helping us make this symposium one of the 
best. 


