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Communities
Federal &
Provincial
Contribution

Funding Stream Est. Total Project
Costs

La Ronge $2.7 million NBCF–Small
Communities Fund $4 million

Ille a la Crosse,
Dore Lake,
Pinehouse, La
Loche, Creighton
and Beauval

$10 million
NBCF: National and
Regional Projects $15 million

?? ~$9 million Clean Water and
Wastewater Fund ~$12 million

Northern Water & Sewer Announcements:  2015-16

You could be forgiven for losing track of all
the infrastructure announcements over the

last few months.  In the latest announcement,
the federal and provincial government have
jointly declared the existence of a new
infrastructure package that will deliver
approximately $6.6 million in new money for
northern municipal water and sewer projects.
The new projects will be in addition to the ones
that were announced a few months ago, and
that we assume will be funnelled into Phase 4 of
the Northern Water and Sewer Program (NWS),
which is run by the Northern Municipal Trust
Account.
The money is coming from the federal
government’s new Clean Water and Wastewater
Fund, which will deliver
$89 million to
Saskatchewan to build
water infrastructure, with
matching funding coming
from the province and
municipalities, who will
each contribute 25% to the
total.
The 50-25-25 split is also a
new way of dividing the
funding up, with the
federals taking on a little
more of the funding load

than previously.  Most other funding
agreements, like the New Building Canada
Fund, have the federal, provincial and municipal
governments contributing one third each.
The A & B priority northern municipal water
and sewer infrastructure deficit is estimated to
be about $57 million. A & B projects are those
that cater to the critical and immediate needs of
northern residents for drinkable water and safe
wastewater systems.  This figure doesn’t include
the northern First Nations infrastructure deficit
(although many are partnered with nearby
municipalities in delivering water and
wastewater services).  The deficit stretches to
around $73 million when you include non-
critical projects.

Yet More Infrastructure Funding Coming

IKEA introduces the new Bradström, the latest model in its range of “Executive
Director” desk-toppers.

Full story page 11.
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NewNorth News & Updates
New North AGM Notice Officially Given

Brace yourselves for New North’s Annual General Meeting, on November 17 at the Travelodge in
Prince Albert.

The AGM will see the election of the New North Executive, the voting on any resolutions you’d like to
put forward, and the selection of an auditor for the association for the next four years.  How about
that?
As well, we will have an update on the Northern Strategy from Dr. Ken Coates, and the new “F”
Division Commanding Officer, Assistant Commissioner Curtis Zablocki.

Ile a la Crosse Justice Symposium

The high school gym at Ile a la Crosse is cheerfully and decoratively festooned with banners and
pennants celebrating the athletic achievements of students past and present.  For a short while,

though, the gym was the home to the Ile a la Crosse Justice Symposium, organized the local
Community Safety Board.  Below we see the attendees listening to Doug Gamble (not pictured), just
before a game of dodgeball broke out.  Great conference, by the way.

Book Give-Away to the First 4 People Who Unsubscribe Subscribe to
our Newsletter!

It took us all of 3 seconds to figure out how we would exploit the release of Harold Johnson’s new
book, Firewater:  How Alcohol is Killing My People (and Yours), which we review this month.

Be one of the first FOUR people to either:
1.  Go to www.newnorthsask.org, hit the subscribe link for our newsletter
and fill out your email details; or
2.  Call us and say “KRAP-RADIO Rocks My World!”
… and we’ll send you a copy.

New North Executive Assistant Watch:  Week 6

Still here.
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Municipal Votefest 2016
Northern Saskatchewan:  Where too Much Civic Engagement is Never Enough

The introduction of more stringent public
disclosure requirements for elected officials by

the provincial government last November doesn’t
seem to have had a significant impact on the
number of people seeking election to local
government, during September-October’s northern
municipal elections voting spree.
La Loche still tops the list for the most candidates,
with all of them.  Just kidding, they had 34 going
for mayor and council.  Ile a la Crosse has 25 in
total (two going for mayor), and Buffalo Narrows
23 (3 for mayor).
Even La Ronge has more than last time around,
with 13 (two for mayor).  Last time they had nine
running in total.
In the “most candidates per head award,” we more
or less have a tie between Timber Bay and Cole
Bay, with 1 candidate for every 10 people residing

in the community (and one candidate for every 6
voters).
All this, of course, adds a new twist to the idea
that northerners are not as politically engaged, or
as interested in local government issues, as people
down south.
Voting patterns in northern communities also test
the theory that voting behaviour is a reflection of
income and education levels (as reflected in the
census statistics, anyway):  in raw numbers, more
people vote in Pinehouse (population 1000) than
La Ronge (population 2700).  Local MP Georgina
Jolibois regularly reminds us that La Loche has a
voter turnout of up 97%–most likely the highest in
the country.  So much for a community without
hope theory.
We’ll be keeping an eye on voter turnout and other
issues related to the municipal elections, and have
a full report next month.

Ode To Autumn*

*By John Keats

 With fruit the vines that round the
thatch-eves run;
    To bend with apples the moss’d
cottage-trees,
        And fill all fruit with ripeness to
the core;

To swell the gourd, and
plump the hazel shells …”

“SEASON of mists and mellow
fruitfulness,

        Close bosom-friend of the
maturing sun;
    Conspiring with him how to load

Oh, it’s gone.



4

New North Newsletter September 2016

Harold R. Johnson (University Regina Press $16.95)

FireWater:  HOw Alcohol is Killing My People (And Yours)

Book Review

������ �� ���� �����

Harold Johnson’s new
book has a way of

making you want to share
your “story of alcohol.”
Everyone has one:  the first
time you had a sip of your
dad’s beer, got drunk with
your buddies, or ploughed
half-cut into a construction
zone at 10 in the morning.
So here’s mine:  many years
ago, some distant relatives,
who were farmers, decided
one day to down their
implements and form a band.
They went from town to
town trying to ply a living
with their fiddles,
pennywhistles, banjos,
citterns,  accordions and
concertinos.  They drank a lot,
and to the relief of their
neighbours and everyone else,
eventually drank themselves
into an early grave,
whereupon their instruments
fell silent.  This is reason I
don’t have a farm now, and
why I wake in the middle of the night to the lilting cry
of The Merry Blacksmith.

I’ll admit it’s not a particularly good story, and I’m not
even sure how true it is.   But few men in my family can
deny the ancestral attraction of wanting to pick up a tin
whistle and bolt into the hills.  At least from there no
will be able to hear them playing.  Alcohol forms a
strong part of that attraction.

There is a very simple notion at the heart of Johnson’s
book.  The stories we tell about alcohol–the romantic
stories, the heroic stories, the tragic stories–and the
stories we tell about ourselves–as victims or as helpless
sailors seduced by the Siren’s vodkary breath–are the

reason we cannot seem to
break free of the effects of
alcohol.

Johnson’s book is very
personal, and his voice is very
direct.  He often addresses the
reader as niwahkomakanak.  He
also talks about the
kiciwamanawak, a word which
he says has no direct
translation, but means
something like “cousins,” the
Queen’s children, the settlers.

For too long, he says,
kiciwamanawak has written the
story of alcohol for
niwahkomakanak.  It is not a
good story.  The problem is the
story that white man told about
niwahkomakanak, the “lazy,
drunken Indian story,” came
not just to be kiciwamanawak’s,
but the story that his people
began to tell about themselves.
It was internalized as self-
identity.

His own early life, he says, contained events that should
have cast his future in stone.    At a young age his father
died, and he was bullied and beaten at school.  Then he
was sexually assaulted by an older boy.  He beat and
bullied others, too.

But he never considered himself a victim, and for that
he thinks he was lucky, because the victim narrative is
imprisoning:  “We can’t fix colonization, we can’t fix
residential schools, we can’t change kiciwamanawak
opinions of us.  If we are the product of historical
trauma and so we’re then victims, we are stuck in that
story with no way of telling our way out of it.”

He says that we have it wrong about trauma:  trauma
does not cause alcohol abuse; it is alcohol abuse that is

“Everyone has their story.  It’s the story
they grow up and it’s the story they

grow as the experience new things.  If alcohol
was part of our parents’ story and our
grandparents’ story, if it’s part of our
community, our friends, or our partners, then it
will likely become part of our own personal
story.  It will be the story we tell ourselves
about ourselves.” Harold Johnson
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perpetuating trauma.  “What we’ve been told alcohol
and trauma is backwards … Alcohol creates its own
trauma.  More often than not, the trauma our relatives
experience occurs as a result of excessive drinking.  So
while trauma might cause drinking, it is more often that
drinking causes trauma.”

In his talk at Ile a la Crosse in September, Johnson
illustrated his observation with a true story, one that is
also recounted in the book.  A young man and woman
are drinking, and fighting, and arguing about their
relationship when the young woman, determined to
prove the intensity of her love for the man, steps in
front of a semi-trailer, committing suicide.

The man is told by friends and relatives that the best
way to numb himself to his despair is to drink.  He
drinks, then he drives home.  He wakes in the morning
with the RCMP knocking on his door.  At some point
on the drive home he had hit his cousin, killing him.
And the trauma continues.

Johnson rejects the idea that unemployment is a cause
of alcohol abuse; instead, he asks if it is alcohol abuse
that is causing unemployment.  He wonders how youth
can complain about “having nothing to do” when we
are surrounded by forests and lakes just ready to explore
and to find adventure in.

He points to the irony of people complaining about
housing shortages, or run-down housing, when he sees
people fixing their houses because of damage caused by
someone on an alcohol-fuelled rampage.

And he also notes the irony of how all the destruction
caused by alcohol is intrinsic to the northern economy:
“We seem to be caught in a cycle,” he says.  “We claim
to drink because we have nothing to do, and in our
drinking we create the misery, dysfunction and violence
that drive the greater part of our economy.”

He says the problem with a alcohol is not addictions:
“Even if we had a rehab centre in each of our
communities and each one was fully staffed with well-
trained professionals, we would still have a problem.
The problem is primarily drinking, not addictions.”

“Everything is Story”
How do you tell your way out of this story?  First, he
says, you must accept that “everything is story.  You are
story, I am story.”  Religion is story, so is a corporation.
Even Canada is story.  “We can live any story we want
… We can decide which story we want to be in and tell
it to ourselves.”

And about alcohol, we have to tell “sober stories.”
What he means is changing the discourses–the lens–
through which people see and understand the very
nature of alcohol abuse.  It is not an effect; it is a cause.
It is not an excuse for behaviour; it is a determinant of
behaviour.

Perhaps one of the most interesting passages in the
book is his description of the role of artists–or
“scouts”–in mapping out what these “sober stories” will
sound like.  Just like scouts who would look for buffalo
or the place where the best berries are, he says:  “We go
out in our imagination and imagine the future and bring
it back for the people in our books and our songs and
our art.”  But today, he says, we are short of good
scouts.  “If the artists imagine only violence and sex, we
cannot complain if we live in a very violent and
pornographic environment.”

In some ways–at least for this kiciwamanawak reader–it
strikes me that this book will have an impact on people,
and on the conversations about alcohol, at many
different levels.  To begin with, there will be those who
will see Johnson speaking to them at a personal level.
In other words, it is likely some readers may be
impacted by the simple and direct invocation to re-
imagine the stories they tell about themselves and why
they use alcohol.

And then there is the conversation at the broader,
community-wide level, at the level of leadership, and
perhaps even at the level of public policy.   As he sees it,
the solution to the problem of alcohol is not really to
focus on healing individuals; the focus needs to be on
healing communities.  He wants to see whole
communities as “rehab centres,” with designated “sober
houses” where people know they can go and not find
alcohol.

Harold Johnson’s new book is as extraordinary as it is
provocative.  He knows that he will raise some hackles.
He is aware that his views are controversial.  And he
knows that he is, in many ways, speaking against the
tide.  He knows that he will probably be misunderstood
as well.  I think over the next few months or years we
will see Johnson expanding on his repertoire of stories,
and enhancing his thinking around practical solutions
(he is already speaking about the positive benefits of
alcohol inhibitors and the 24/7 programs in the U.S.)

In the meantime, enjoy this book from one of the best
scouts out there right now.■
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The Fraser Institute–the same “think tank” that
argued the First Nations “education gap” was a

myth–was back again in September to tell us how
things really are with their latest research bulletin,
“Education Spending and Public Student
Enrolment in Canada, 2016 Edition.”
The bulletins set out to “accurately understand
education spending” in Canada by looking at
enrolment numbers, Statscan’s figures for school
board spending across Canada, and then
comparing any increases to a hypothetical
inflation factor.
The basic finding is that spending per-student
spending education in every province has
significantly faster than the rate of inflation.
According to the 2015 report, “every province in
Canada increased spending beyond what was
required to account for price and enrolment
change” (12).  The Fraser Institute says that
Saskatchewan public schools saw the largest
increase in per-student spending in Canada since
2003-4, from $9,029 per student back then, to
$14,282 per student in 2013-14 (a 44% increase),
after adjusting for price changes (that is, after
accounting for inflation).  By contrast, poor
Manitoba recorded the smallest increase of just
14.9%.
Nor did the 2015 report stop at pointing out
comparative education spending patterns of the
provinces in the last decade.  It went one step
further to estimate what each of the provinces
budget surpluses (or deficits) would look like had
they stuck with increasing education spending
based purely on inflation and student enrolments.
Pointing out these spending increases in “real per
student spending have come at a cost,” they note
that four provinces (British Columbia, Quebec,
N&L, and Nova Scotia) would have been in
surplus, rather than deficit, over that period had
they kept spending levels to reflect inflation and
student enrolments increases only.
Importantly, Saskatchewan’s surplus in 2013 was
$58 million, but would have been a massive $786
million had they done the same.

The latest 2016 report did pretty much the same
thing (leaving out the bizarre counter-factual of
what would have happened had the provinces not
spent that increased amount), but came to
conclusion, and I quote in full (with my emphasis
in italics):

The differences between actual spending on
public schools in 2013-14 versus what would
have been the case if greater restraint were
exhibited across the country to control spending
increases illustrates the rather large increases
in education spending in public schools
implemented over the last decade (11).

Strongly implied here, particularly in the key
phrases that I’ve italicized, is that education
spending increases have been unrestrained,
uncontrolled, and by extension, unnecessary.
Interestingly, the 2016 conclusion is actually in
contrast to 2015’s report which, whilst also
pointing out the big increases in spending,
maintained that these increases might prompt “an
analysis … to provide additional details about the
nature of the spending increases and begin
examining the outcomes achieved in the respective
education systems” (12).
In other words, between its 2015 and 2016 reports
into education spending, the Fraser Institute has
gone from wondering why education spending has
increased so much compared to inflation and
enrolments (2015), to simply assuming that the
increases are the outcome of uncontrolled and
unrestrained spending by government (2016).
Furthermore, the 2016 report also concludes that
their findings completely refute the widespread
and very popular belief that education spending
has declined.
Why the change in emphasis between 2015 and
2016?  And why didn’t the 2016 report do what
they said would be a good idea to do in the 2015
report—which is to look into why increases above
inflation and enrolments have occurred in
education spending?

The never, ever, ending
Education funding

J ust about every year, the Fraser Institute sends out an update on what they
consider to be the out of control spending on education in Canada.  We add a northern

twist in our take on the …
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2008 2015 7 year %
Increase/Decrease

Average Annual
Increase

/Decrease (over
7 years)

% of overall
increase/decre

ase

Enrolments K-12 4227 4182 -1%

Teaching Staff 271 284.1 4.70% 2%

Teaching
Assistants,  Tutors,
psychologists and
other support staff

170 202.9 19% 2.7%

Total FTEs 655 618 -5.60% 5.28 FTE

Total Spending $55 million $69 million 25% 3.5%

(Instruction
(including teacher
salaries and
benefits)

$33 million $42 million 27% 3.85% 64%

Governance $972,000 $764,000 -21% -3% -1.4%

Administration $1,437,000 $3,216,000 123% 17% 5.7%

Plant $7,160,000 $11,000,000 53% 7.5% 28%

Transportation $2,000,000 3,000,000 50% 7.14% 7.5%

Tuition Fees $3,000,000 $3,000,000

Complimentary
Services $3,000,000 $3,800,000 26% 3.7% 5.70%

External Services $1,900,000 $2,200,000 15% 2% 2%

Expenditure Per
Student $13,000 $16,500 25% 3.5%

Fig. 1 Northern Lights School Division #113:  Comparative Spending, YO 2008 & 2015*

*Totals won’t add up due to rounding

Well, fear not, we’re here to help.
Using data from between 2008 and 2015 for
Northern Lights School Division #113, we can do
what the Fraser Institute said would be a good thing
to do:  that is, see where the spending increases have
come from.
Far from being out of control or unrestrained,
spending on education in the provincial schools in
the north is actually tracking relative closely to
inflation.  While overall spending is up on a per
student basis, the annual increase (and this is on an
operational basis, mind you) has been just 3.5%–not
a huge jump by any stretch.
The actual increases on instruction, which includes
anything from teachers’ salaries to glue sticks and
glitter, has been a very modest 3.8% annually.  As a
percentage of the overall budget, the instruction
portion has increased by just 1%.
The areas where big increases have occurred are
administration, plant O&M, and transport.  The

annual increase in administration is 5.7%, while the
cost of moving all those kids around has grown
considerably, as has the spending on plant operation
and maintenance (7%).
Looking for more closely at figures not presented
here, it is possible to see that NLSD has reduced its
support staff, but managed to place more teachers in
the classroom, reducing its overall FTE by 37.  It is
very likely that the school division has moved a lot of
their FTEs onto contracts.
While education spending will always be a hotly
contested topic of debate, the Fraser Institute has
gone ahead and done something that it often
criticizes others for doing:  making over-the-top
headline grabbing claims.  It has done so while
pushing aside the reality that for most students,
teachers and parents in the education system, there
are very tangible signs of the impacts of the growing
gaps in education spending.■
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Issues Box
B� M��� H����

Following the impaired driving conviction of
MLA Don McMorris, the Premier took to

Facebook to remind everyone that impaired
driving is just not on.  He went further, writing on
his thing that as a province, we need to take a
good hard look at ourselves.  This is because:

We have a serious problem.
We have had it for some time. Too many of us
are still drinking and driving and it is taking
the lives of our neighbours and friends,
fathers, mothers and our kids. And it is
devastating the lives of others who are left
behind.
We need to stop this.

But how?  It just so happens that there is a
private member’s bill before the federal parliament
which, if successful, will give the police the ability
to conduct random breath tests.  No, this doesn’t
mean being subjected to more frequent Colgate
challenges.  Random breath testing, as it applies
to impaired driving in other places, such as
Australia, will enable the police to set up road
stops, or to pull you over to test your blood-
alcohol levels, whenever they feel like it.  As you
may know, police can only conduct a breathalyser
test if they “have cause”—for instance, you were
swerving all over the road, or if they smelt alcohol
on your breath, or they noticed an open alcohol
container in your car when they drew alongside at
a traffic light.
The private member’s bill has a huge hurdle to
climb:  the Charter of Rights.  It is remarkable
how often the Charter of Rights defeats DUI
prosecutions.  Many DUIs go before a judge, with
the defendants claiming Charter Rights
violations—specifically sections 8 (unreasonable
search and seizure), section 9 (the right not to be
arbitrarily detained).
The private member’s bill is contrary to the
Charter, and even if successful in the parliament,
would be likely struck down by the Supreme
Court.
Rather than seeking changes in the criminal code
(which is a federal matter), or the Charter of
Rights, the provinces can instead use their

jurisdiction over their own roads to create and
enforce stricter impaired driving laws.  A report by
MADD from 2015 indicates that there is quite a
variation in how the provinces legislate for
impaired driving.
Using a points scale, MADD ranked the provinces
according to the strength of the impaired driving
laws they already have in place, and as you might
imagine, MADD are quite the hard markers.
Alberta came in at C+, Quebec got an F, with
Saskatchewan sits someone where in the middle
with a D-.
Looking at where Saskatchewan’s laws might be
tightened, based on this report, we can foresee:

● Longer duration of interlock orders for second or
third impaired driving offences

● Roadside:   mandatory vehicle impoundment for
first Administrative License Suspension (cur-
rently only applies to new drivers)

● Minimum age to start Graduated Learning Pro-
gram set at 16;

● Night time driving ban for GLP Stage 2, as well
as a minimum of 2 years for Stage 2 (currently,
12 months);

● 00.% BAC for 3 years beyond finish of GLP
● Longer driving bans for second offenses (cur-

rently, 3 years)

Of course, the focus on impaired driving, while an
important lightening rod issue, should not
obscure the fact that drink driving is only one
factor in the number of road fatalities.  In 2014, of
the 112 fatal collisions, for instance, not wearing a
seatbelt was a factor in 20% of cases.  While
alcohol is the major contributor in 22.5% of all
fatal collisions (and this includes “has been
drinking,” as well as actual impairment), speeding
and distracted driving—excluding alcohol—were
together the major contributing factors in 22.6%
of all traffic fatalities that year.  Driver inattention,
driver confusion and driver inexperience, which
exclude any alcohol related factors, were the major
contributing factors in 44% of deaths in 2014.
If we look at 2014 numbers further, the collisions
where alcohol was involved jumped from 2013,
but the overall long-term trend, according to SGI,

If northern Saskatchewan is the worst offender in Saskatchewan for impaired-driving, and
Saskatchewan is the worst in Canada, and Canada is the worst among wealthy nations … um, we
don’t know how to finish that sentence.

Premier Hints at Getting Tougher on D&D
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has been downward for quite some time, from
about 1600 collisions in 1995 to about 1200 in
2014 (and, bear in mind, Saskatchewan’s
population has significantly grown since then,
too).
The Gender Gap
While the Premier has pinpointed that we have a
bit of drinking and driving problem, he didn’t
mention that there is a very real gender
dimension to this.  Male drivers are five times
more likely to be involved in an alcohol-related
collision than women.  And most of the men
drivers are young, aged between 24 and 34.  In
fact, statistically, the older you get the more
likely you are not to be involved in an alcohol-
related collision.  There may be an element of
Darwin’s law at work here, of course (ie, people
with a propensity to drink and drive are already
dead before they get old, for one reason or
another).  Statistics related to who is most likely
to be involved in a drink driving incident (young
men, aged 24-34), when (late at night on Fridays
and Saturdays, during August) and where
(mostly rural roads), can be useful in targeting
awareness campaigns, and tailoring public
transport and enforcement initiatives.
Northern Saskatchewan
Let’s talk about us now.  Northern
Saskatchewan is home to some of the worst
impaired driving arrest rates in the country.
Even though impaired driving rates decreased
by 35% between 2012 and 2013, the rate of
offending is still about 3.4 times the provincial
average, at about 1800 offences per 100,000
people.  To put that in perspective, the north
makes up about 3.4% of the provincial
population, but we account for almost 25% of all
criminal code impaired driving offences.
Using our 2010 figures from the Northern
Health Indicators Report, 68% of all traffic
accident fatalities in the north that year were
related to alcohol, twice as many as the
provincial average.
In other words, the north has 3.4 times more
impaired driving convictions, and 2 times more
alcohol-related accidents, than the rest of the
province.
Why isn’t drink driving being made into a
bigger issue in the north?
The high rate of drink driving is not an issue
that is brought to New North’s table very often, if
at all.  There are perhaps two reasons why.
Firstly, despite the statistics cited above,
municipal leaders perhaps feel that there are

bigger issues, and much bigger killers, they
would like to see government focus on.  For
example, we often hear of frustration at the lack
of  response, or the inadequacy of any response,
to the high rate of suicides, especially in
communities along the corridor from Green Lake
to La Loche.  Between 1998 and 2007, car
accidents caused about 16% of all deaths in the
north—66% of which are alcohol related—but
suicide caused 25%.  To put the figures in
perspective, between 2003 and 2012 the average
death rate by suicide in northern Saskatchewan
was about 38 per 100,000 people (compared to
about 9 per 100,000 provincially).  Alcohol-
related driving deaths during that time were 20
per 100,000.  By contrast, the provincial average
for alcohol-related driving deaths was less than
2.9 per 100,000.
The second reason is perhaps that drink driving
is often seen to be part of the bigger issue of
alcohol and addictions, and so that’s where the
focus tends to fall.  From this point of view,
drink driving is viewed, holistically, as part of
broader wellness issues, of which the high
number of drink driving fatalities is really just a
symptom, not a cause.
The fact that Saskatchewan impairment offence-
rates have dropped from 700 to about 500 per
100,000 since the 1990s, while in the north the
trajectory has been going the other way, might
suggest that the kinds of administrative and
policing measures introduced by governments
have less affect overall here, because they do not
really focus on the core problem of why people
are getting behind the wheel when impaired.
Not everyone accepts either of those positions,
though.  Some northern bands, for example,
send a strong message about D&D by having a
zero-tolerance policy for band councillors
convicted of impaired driving, requiring them to
step aside from their positions if they are caught
in the act of driving while impaired.
And then we have the perspective of crown
prosecutor, Harold Johnson, who might argue
that the problem is not addictions, it is drinking.
Johnson would like to see the 24/7 program
introduced into Saskatchewan, whereby people
convicted of impaired driving need to get
brethalyzed twice-daily.  It has been successful,
he says, in reducing alcohol-related vehicle
fatalities, but you can also see how it might
serve a larger purpose as well, helping people
with addictions to stay the course, while also
protecting the broader community.■
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FROM THE ACTING CEO
MATT HELEY

It is often said that the perception of crime is far
greater than it actually is.  Even in many cities in

the United States, where crime is thought to be out of
control, crime rates are generally dropping,
sometimes dramatically.
Here, crime rates have been dropping for years.  Most
communities in the north have crime rates far above
the provincial and national averages, but overall
things are getting better.  Violent crime rates are still
shockingly high, of course, but what elevates the
crime rate in the north is the very high number of
relatively minor offences like mischief.
You would think from recent media reporting that
rural Saskatchewan is presently experiencing a crime
spree.  An attempted hold-up near a farm south-west
of Saskatoon prompted farmers across the province
to post photos to their Facebook pages of the
hardware they’re packing in the cabs of their
harvesters, alongside snaps of their wife’s creme
brulee (that’s a kind of dessert, in case you were

wondering).  When the media went to investigate they
discovered that no one actually had any recent crime
statistics for areas outside the major cities more
recent than 2005.  Despite a lack of statistical
evidence, opinion pieces in the local papers spoke of
the “dark side” of rural life–not high rates of
alcoholism, suicide, or workplace (farm) accidents–but
thefts gas cans, tools, and perhaps the occasional
thresher machine.  For this, it is worth potentially
killing for.   (Although the RCMP did eventually
release the figures for Rosetown, the highlights of
which were a handful of car rummagings and several
reports of suspicious characters in dark clothing; an
average day at the New North office, in other words).
At the Ile a la Crosse Justice Symposium someone
joked about how, if northerners were arming
themselves relative to the crime rate the same as
those gun-happy farmers, we would be driving around
in tanks and armoured cars, and flying FA-18s to
work.  We don’t.  The only tanks we drive are 2004
Sierras.  It gets OK mileage.

About New North …

Since 1996 New North has been the voice of the municipalities of Northern Saskatchewan.  Our goal, as defined by our
mission statement, is to advocate, negotiate and initiate improvements in well-being of the residents of the Northern
Saskatchewan Administrative District.  Organized on the basis of strength through unity, New North partners with all
northern stakeholders, from government and non-government agencies, associations and First Nations, to enhance the
quality of life, create opportunities and build better futures, for the people of the north.
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SASKATCHEWAN EMERGENCY PLANNERS ASSOCIATION (SEPA)
Annual Conference Saskatoon Travelodge, November 1

"Bringing Resilience into Reality"
“This year’s conference theme brings into focus the realities of emergency and business continuity

management in today's goal of being resilient.”
 To find out more about the conference and to register, go to www.sepa.ca
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