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Federal Government’s New Building Canada Plan Threatens Northern 

Water and Sewer Projects  

 
The federal government has released its New Building Canada Plan, the national 

infrastructure funding program that many municipalities have been patiently waiting for 

this past year, and northern municipalities are fuming.  

 

As part of the infrastructure package worth billions of dollars over the next 10 years, the 

federal government has allocated some $436 million to Saskatchewan in what they are 

calling the “Provincial-Territorial Infrastructure Component” (PTTC).   Although this 

sounds like a lot of money, the amount of funding accessible to the northern 

municipalities for crucial infrastructure projects is likely to be miniscule.   

 

This is because the PTTC pool is being split into two:   90% of the pool ($393 million) is 

to be allocated to projects of “regional or national significance” (open to all 

municipalities); 

 

Ten percent—or about $43 million—is reserved for a “small communities” fund for 

projects of “local significance” (only open to communities of 100,000 people or fewer).    

 

Over 10 years, this pool would provide just $4.3 million per year for the whole province, 

to be shared by around 780 municipalities. 

 

Implications for Northern Saskatchewan 
 

“The amounts set aside in the ‘small communities’ fund is hopelessly inadequate,” says 

New North CEO, Al Loke. “This is a disappointing outcome given that we were hoping 

to use some of this money on water and sewer projects to help improve the health and 

well-being of northern residents.”   

 

Loke says that for the past months, the Northern Municipal Trust Account (NMTA), 

SaskWater and Northern Municipal Services have been working on the latest phase of the 

Northern Water and Sewer program (NWS).  The NWS program has been responsible for 

the construction of the bulk of the water and sewer infrastructure in northern 

Saskatchewan over the last 15 years.   

 

He indicated that the total cost of the high priority northern water and sewer projects in 

the next phase is estimated at about $56 million over five or so years.  Based on the usual 

cost-sharing arrangements (whereby the federal, provincial and municipal governments 

each provide 1/3 each of the funding), the federal government’s share would be about $3-

4 million per year—about $18 million over that time frame.  

 



“We are told that all of these projects would have to go through the small communities 

fund.  For these projects to go ahead, we would need to win more than two thirds of the 

entire provincial funding!” 

 

Air Ronge Mayor and NMTA Chair Gordon Stomp agrees, expressing his frustration at 

the lack of funding that is being made available to the north. 

 

“The water and sewer projects are not a luxury,” he says.  “They are a matter of urgency.  

Many communities in the north still don’t come anywhere near having the level of water 

and sewer infrastructure that many communities in the rest of the province take for 

granted.”   

 

New North has called on other municipal associations, such as SUMA and SARM, to join 

with them to protest the funding splits.  

 

“This is not just a northern issue.  There are many municipalities across Saskatchewan 

that would be very upset with the numbers we are seeing,” says Loke. 

 

For further comment on this release, please contact: 

 

Al Loke 

New North CEO 

(306) 425 5505 or cell (306) 425 8800 

 

Background: 

 

New North—SANC Services is the lobbying and advocacy association for the 

municipalities of northern Saskatchewan, and is based in La Ronge, SK.   

 

SUMA (the Saskatchewan Association of Urban Municipalities) and SARM (the 

Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipalities) are the respective urban and rural 

municipal associations.   

 

The New Building Canada Plan for 2014-2024 has a total of $47.45B available across 

nine or so different programs.  These programs include the Gas Tax fund ($21.8B) and 

the GST Rebate fund ($10.4B). 

 

A subset of the Plan is The New Building Canada Fund, which has a merit-based 

National Infrastructure Component ($4B), a P3 Canada fund ($1.25B) and the Provincial-

Territorial Infrastructure Component ($10B).  The latter is divided into two separate 

funds:   

 

 Funding for National Regional Projects ($9B nationally--$393M for 

Saskatchewan), for projects of “regional or national interest” 

 Small Communities Fund ($1B--$43M for Saskatchewan), for communities with 

populations under 100,00, for projects of “local significance”    


